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WORLD HERITAGE – our shared treasure

The aims of the Convention include ensuring the 
protection of humanity’s cultural and natural herit-
age, establishing management plans, increasing re-
spect towards them and disseminating information. 
The Convention provides the basis for internation-
al co-operation in preservation, conservation, and 
assistance in saving of cultural and natural heritage, 
even when national resources are lacking. 

Preservation of world heritage
The Preservation of world heritage is a responsibili-
ty shared by all of humanity. The history of each na-
tion is reflected in its material and immaterial her-
itage. Immaterial heritage means knowledge, skills, 
views and traditions. History is present in materi-
al heritage as concrete objects, built environments, 
cultural landscapes and unique natural locations. 
The Convention Concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage is aimed at 
the preservation and management of material her-
itage, so that it can be passed on to future genera-
tions in as authentic a form as possible. 

World Heritage sites 
State parties to the Convention can propose prop-
erties within their national territory to be included 
in the list of World Heritage sites. Being accepted 
as a Cultural Heritage site requires that the site is a 
masterpiece of human creativity or otherwise bears 
exceptionally significant evidence of an existing or 
extinct culture. The site can be a building represent-
ing a significant historical period or represents typi-
cal dwellings of a certain culture. It may also have 
to do with events, living traditions, religions and 
beliefs or artistic or literary works. Cultural land-
scapes are cultural environments that have been 
shaped by the long-time interaction between man 
and nature. 

Natural heritage sites may speak of an important 
development stage in the history of the earth, or 
may be an example of an on-going ecological or bi-
ological change. It can also be a haven of endan-
gered species or represent exceptionally beautiful 
scenery. 

The 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection 
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage is 
one of the most esteemed and well-known agree-
ments made by UNESCO. By 2008, it had been 
ratified by 185 states.

More information on the Finnish World Heritage sites can be found on the National Board of Antiquities’s website at
http://www.nba.fi/en/whf



OLD RAUMA

Coordinates: 61º 7’ 49” N, 21º 30’ 42”E

Old Rauma is the most extensive coherent wood-
en town area in the Nordic region. It remains the 
heart of the town, with people living, trading, 
working and engaging in leisure activities in its 
historic surroundings all year round. 

There are over 600 buildings in the 29-hectare ar-
ea comprising Old Rauma, most of which are pri-
vately owned. Old Rauma has 800 inhabitants. The 
lively trading area is centred on the market square. 

“Rauma will surely always be Rauma”
In addition to the idyllic wooden housing, an inte-
gral part of Old Rauma is the Church of the Ho-
ly Cross built in the 15th century. It is a former 
church of a Franciscan Monastery, with impressive 
medieval paintings in the choir. 

After the fire that destroyed the town in 1682, Old 
Rauma, the centre of Rauma Town, which was 
granted its town privileges in 1442, has grown into 
a tight urban centre. Until the early 20th century, 
when Rauma town started to expand, the old town 
made up the constructed area of Rauma and still 
constitutes the beating heart of the town. The nar-
row streets of Old Rauma follow lines set down in 
the Middle Ages and are lined with houses some 
of which were built in the 18th century. The cur-
rent housing stock reflects the golden age of sail-
ing ships in the 1890s. At the time, many of the 

of buildings on the main street were adorned with 
neo-renaissance exteriors. The functional centre of 
Rauma is the Market Square and its adjacent shop-
ping streets. They are lined with approximately 200 
shops, delightful restaurants and cafés as well as art-
ists’ workshops.

www.rauma.fi



Old Rauma was inscribed into 
the World Heritage List in 1991. 
Old Rauma is an architecturally 
unified entity, and its authentic-
ity is due to the well-preserved 
historical building stock, the 
street network that can be traced 
back to the Middle Ages, and a 
lively community with various 
services, residential buildings 
and shops. 



Fortress of SUOMENLINNA

The construction of Suomenlinna began under the 
command of Augustin Ehrensvärd in the mid-1700s 
when Sweden wanted to fortify its defence against 
Russia. The contemporaries called Suomenlinna 
the Gibraltar of the north, and it was believed that 
the fortress was impregnable. However, Suomenlin-
na fortress surrendered during the Russian siege in 
1808 and it became a lively Russian garrison town 
for over one hundred years. The fortress was severely 
damaged by the bombardment of the Anglo-French 
fleet during the Crimean War in 1855. After this the 
Russians commenced the renovation of the fortress 
and built a new sea defence line complete with earth 
ramparts. 

Time of independence 
After Finland became independent, Suomenlinna 
was turned into a Finnish garrison. After the Civil 
War it served for a year as a prison camp for red pris-
oners of war. During World War II it played a vital 
part in the air defence of Helsinki, as well as oper-
ating as a submarine base. The fortress was handed 
over to civilian administration in 1973, but its mili-
tary tradition is continued by the Naval Academy 
located in the islands.

The Suomenlinna sea fortress which was founded 
on the islands off the coast of Helsinki in 1748 is 
one of the cultural treasures of Finland.  The for-
tress is also special in that it has played a role in 
the defence of three states: Sweden, Russia and 
Finland.

The fortress is also a living community with 850 
inhabitants. Apartments, work spaces, meeting 
and banquet halls, restaurants and museums have 
been renovated in the fortifications and old garri-
son buildings. Approximately 650,000 people visit 
Suomenlinna annually.

Coordinates: 60° 8’ 57” N, 24° 59’ 6” Ewww.suomenlinna.fi



Suomenlinna is an irregular bas-
tion fortress constructed on a 
terrain with varied relative alti-
tudes and on separate islands. 
It was inscribed into the World 
Heritage List in 1991 to preserve 
it for future generations as an 
example of 18th century fortress 
architecture in Europe. 



PETÄJÄVESI Old Church

Coordinates:  62° 14’ 57” N, 25° 11’ 2” E

The church located by the lake route emptying 
into Lake Päijänne was built in 1763–1765 un-
der the supervision of Jaakko Klementinpoika 
Leppänen. His grandson Erkki Jaakonpoika Lep-
pänen added the belfry in the 1820s.

The church was abandoned in 1879 when a new 
church was built on the opposite bank of the inlet. 
However, it was not torn down. The church bells re-
mained in the belfry and the churchyard continued 
to be used as a cemetery. During the renovation, 
the structures of the church were reinforced and the 
shingle roof replaced. Nowadays, the church is used 
in the summer. 

Baroque and Renaissance influences
In appearance, Petäjävesi church resembles many 
other cruciform churches. The roof is steep and 
hipped at the ends of the transept. The church 
is entered via the ground floor of the belfry. The 
points of the cross-shaped interior taper upwards in 
the manner of the false perspective favoured by Ba-
roque architectects.

However, it is the interior of the church that reveals 
its architectural and structural value. The sense of 
space resembles that of Renaissance central church-
es. There are high barrel vaults over the transept and 
a polygonal cupola above the middle of the church. 
The hand-carved log surfaces of the vaulting are at-
tached to the roof trusses which are supported by 

www.petajavedenseurakunta.fi

the walls and the collar beam structure resting on 
them. There is red decoration on the vault ribs and 
tie-beams on the otherwise unpainted ceiling and 
walls. The interior of the church has remained al-
most original. Long use has given the wooden pews 
a silvery sheen. The floor boards are short so that 
they could be removed for interments performed in 
the 18th century.



The Petäjävesi Old Church was 
inscribed into the World Heritage 
List in 1994 as being representa-
tive of the wooden church archi-
tectural tradition of the North Eu-
ropean region. It is an example of 
how local master builders on the 
fringes of Western culture and the 
Lutheran Church applied influ-
ences from Central European ar-
chitecture to traditional log con-
struction. 



VERLA Groundwood and Board Mill

The Verla Mill was founded in 1872 by engineer 
Hugo Neuman downstream of the Mäntyharju log 
floating channel. However, the wooden mill burnt 
down four years later and the operations ceased. A 
new company was founded in 1882 and a board mill 
was built in to complement the groundwood mill. 
The drying loft of the mill was destroyed in a fire in 
1892 and it was replaced by a four-storey redbrick 
drying facility. Later the groundwood and board 
mill was  also laid with bricks. The main product of 
the factory was white mechanical pulp board, which 
was manufactured at different strengths. Verla’s pulp 
board gained a good reputation on the markets and 
it was sold to Russia and Central Europe. 

Well-preserved whole
In addition to mill buildings, Verla includes the 
mill-owner’s residence from 1885, a skittle-alley pa-
vilion, a fire equipment shed, a bale warehouse and 
a storehouse. The mill operations gave rise to a vil-
lage and mill communities on both sides of the Ver-
la Rapids evidenced by the still intact workers’ tene-
ments, a communal sauna, a flour mill, a village hall 
and a shop. 

The Verla Groundwood and Board Mill is a 
unique, intact industrial complex dating from 
the early years of the Finnish wood processing in-
dustry. The whole is complemented by the work-
ers’ housing and numerous other buildings in the 
area. 

Verla groundwood and board mill was opened as a 
museum in 1972 and it is open during the summer. 
All the machines and fixtures have been left intact 
in the authentic museum. Guided tours give visi-
tors  the opportunity to familiarise themselves with 
the various stages of board manufacture. 

Coordinates:  61° 3’ 45” N, 26° 38’ 17” Ewww.verla.fi



The museum is owned and maintained by UPM-Kymmene Plc

Verla is a well-preserved exam-
ple of the small-scale rural indus-
trial settlements that flourished 
in northern Europe and North 
America in the 19th and early 
20th centuries. Only a handful 
of such settlements survive to 
the present day. The site was in-
scribed into the World Heritage 
List in 1996. 



Coordinates:  61° 7’ 17” N, 21° 46’ 35” E

SAMMALLAHDENMÄKI Bronze Age Burial Site

The cairns of Sammallahdenmäki represent the 
Scandinavian Bronze Age culture that spread 
to Western Finland during the Bronze Age. The 
culture brought with it a new burial method: the 
dead were buried in stone cairns, which were 
built on the rocks by the sea. 

The oldest parts of the Sammallahdenmäki cairn 
burial site are located in the northernmost end of 
the area, at the crest of the ridge. A winding path 
from tone ridge to the next descends towards Lake 
Saarnijärvi, which used to be an arm of the sea in 
the Bronze Age. Cairns piled with boulders line the 
path: low small cairns and large mound-like cairns. 
The most recent cairns in Sammallahdenmäki are 
to be found right at the lakeshore. 

However, it is the most well-known individual ar-
chaeological features of the Sammallahdenmäki 
burial site that make it unique: the flat, floor-like 
“Church Floor” and the wall-like ”Long Ruin of 
Huilu”. Both of these extraordinary cairns were ex-
cavated as early as 1891. However, no artefacts were 
found in these excavations. They have been inter-
preted as cairns on the basis of their structure. 

More recent research has found burnt human bone 
in several of the cairns, which shows that people 
have been cremated in the cairns. Inside one of the 
cairns were two cists made of stone slabs and a frag-
ment of a bronze bracelet. The cairns along the crest 

of the ridge have been dated from the burnt bones 
to be from the early Bronze Age, 1300–1000 BC. 
The walled cairns located lower by the lakeshore 
have been dated to the beginning of the Iron Age.

www.lappi.fi



Sammallahdenmäki was the 
first Finnish archaeological site 
to be inscribed into the World 
Heritage List in 1999. The cairn 
burial site is a unique whole rep-
resenting the religious and fu-
nerary habits of a community 
living in Western Finland during 
the Scandinavian Bronze Age 
and early Iron Age (1500–50 BC). 



STRUVE Geodetic Arc

The Arc stretches from the shore of the Arctic 
Ocean approximately 2,820 km south to the Black 
Sea. Measurement of the triangulation chain took 
place between 1816 and 1855. 

Originally, the Arc passed through the territories 
of Russia and Sweden but in today’s geography it 
passes through ten different countries: Norway, 
Sweden, Finland, Russia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithua-
nia, Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine. All in all 34 
station points have been selected to represent the 
whole Arc as a joint World Heritage of the coun-
tries involved. The Arc traverses Finland for almost 
1,000 km. 

Tape measure of the Earth 
Struve’s Arc was the first extensive and accurate me-
ridian measurement, that could be used for deter-
mining the shape of the earth. It was a great step in 
the development of the worldview and of science. 
It is also a good example of early and successful co-
operation between scientists in different countries, 
to which the heads of state were also committed.

This chain of meridian measurements got its name 
from the German astronomer F.G.W. Struve who 
in the early 1800s decided to determine the size 
and shape of the Earth by triangulation and as-
tronomical observations.

www.nls.fi

Porlammi 
60° 42’ 17” N   
26° 00’ 12” E

Stuorrahanoaivi 
68° 40’ 57” N,  22° 44’ 45” E 

Aavasaksa
66° 23’ 52” N    
23° 43’ 31” E

Alatornio church  
65° 49’ 48” N    
24° 09’ 26” E

Oravivuori              
61° 55’ 36” N
25° 32’ 01” E

Mustaviiri 60° 16’ 35” N,  26° 36’ 12” E

Coordinates of the station points in Finland



The Struve Geodetic Arc was in-
scribed as a World Heritage site of 
Finland and nine other countries 
in 2005. It represents the history 
of science and technology and is 
the first site that stretches across 
the territory of so many coun-
tries. In addition to the 34 sta-
tion points in the list, the rest of 
the station points have been pre-
served  through national efforts. 



KVARKEN Archipelago

Coordinates:  63° 12’ 24’’ N, 21° 28’ 57’’ E

During the last glacial period, Kvarken was in the 
centre of the ice sheet covering Northern Europe. 
Ice masses pressed the earth’s crust a whole kilo-
metre further down. The washboard moraines in 
the Kvarken were formed by the edge of the melt-
ing ice. 

The Kvarken Archipelago is largely low-lying and its 
underwater nature and land ecosystem are changing 
continuously. There are 5,600 islands on the World 
Heritage area but the majority of the 1,944 km2 

area is under water. The earth’s crust, released from 
under the weight of the ice some 10,000 years ago, 
still lifts by almost a metre every hundred years. The 
land area increases by approximately one square kil-
ometre a year. The land uplift will likely connect 
Finland with Sweden in 2,000 years’ time. 

The shallow and rocky Kvarken with its newly-
evolved bays is one the most significant nesting 
places of insular birds in the Baltic Sea. Traditional 
sources of livelihood and traditions have remained 
vital in the villages in the area. 

Kvarken Archipelago and the High 
Coast 
The Kvarken Archipelago and the High Coast in 
Sweden together make up a joint World Heritage 
Site of Finland and Sweden. The distance between 
the areas is 150 km. The steep High Coast and the 

www.merenkurkku.fi

flat Kvarken Archipelago are topographical oppo-
sites. Together they serve as a unique example of 
land uplift caused by the last glacial period and 
ongoing geological development and biological 
processes.



The Kvarken Archipelago was in-
scribed in the World Heritage List 
as Finland’s first Natural Heritage 
Site due to the rapid land uplift 
and its rare De Geer moraine for-
mations. The World Heritage area 
is located in two countries: the 
Kvarken Archipelago in Finland 
and the High Coast in Sweden.
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7  KVARKEN ARCHIPELAGO
Metsähallitus, Terranova – Kvarken Nature Centre
Museokatu 1, FI-65100 Vaasa
tel +358 20 564 5281
terranova@metsa.fi
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1  OLD RAUMA
Rauma museum
Kauppakatu 24, FI-26100 Rauma
tel +358 44 567 9183
rauman.museo@rauma.fi

2  FORTRESS OF SUOMENLINNA
Visitor centre
Suomenlinna C 40, FI-00190 Helsinki
tel +358 9 684 1880
info@suomenlinna.fi

3  PETÄJÄVESI OLD CHURCH
Petäjävesi church registry office
Asematie 1, FI-41900 Petäjävesi
tel +358 20 785 6537
petajaveden.seurakunta@evl.fi
opas@petajavesi.fi, tel +358 40 582 2461

4  VERLA GROUNDWOOD AND BOARD MILL 
Verla Mill Museum
Verlantie 295, FI-47850 Verla
Opening hours 2 May – 15 Aug from Tuesday to Sunday
10 am – 5 pm. Closed on Mondays.
tel +358 20 415 2170
museum.verla@upm-kymmene.com

5  BRONZE AGE BURIAL SITE OF SAMMALLAHDENMÄKI
Guide centre Pyörni
Sahamäentie 1, FI-27230 Lappi, www.pyorni.net
Queries and reservations: tel +358 44 387 2136
ulla.antola@lappi.fi
 
6  STRUVE GEODETIC ARC
National Land Survey of Finland
P.O. Box 84, FI-00521 Helsinki
tel +358 20 541 121
kirjaamo@maanmittauslaitos.fi

Coordinate system WGS84. Maps can be retrieved from the National Land Survey’s MapSite: www.karttapaikka.fi
Maps © With permission of National Land Survey of Finland 49/MML/08. Helsinki 2008.
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